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Special thank you to Avromi Apt for his assistance.  
 

Yosef Tropper, Editor 

Hersh Hiller, Yisroel Fulda, Yudi Goldman 

This publication revolves around three questions  
that were posed to the talmidim: 
 

1) How long did you originally plan to learn in Eretz Yisrael? How long did 
you end up staying? How did Rav Asher influence you? How did you 
convince your parents, what did Rav Asher say to them? How was Rav 
Asher involved in your decision? 

2) How did Rav Asher zt"l impact your life today? 
3) Which Dvar Torah, story or shmooz do you recall when thinking about 

Rav Asher? What lesson did he teach you that had the strongest impact on 
your life? (Responses posted in order received or as page space allowed) 
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Letter from the Family 
 בס"ד

 טבת, תשע"וי"ז ב

אברכים חשובים, בוגרי הישיבה הקדושה "תורת שמחה", תלמידים כבנים אהובים לראש הישיבה, אבי מורי לבני החבורה היקרים, 
 "ה.ורבי הגאון רבי אשר זעליג הכהן רובינשטיין זצוקללה

 ה' עליהם יחיו.

הנפלאים, היוצאים לאור בחוברת זכרון מיוחדת, לקראת יום השנה )יארצייט( השני לפטירתו התרגשתי מאד, כאשר עברתי על דבריכם 
 של ראש הישיבה זצ"ל.

 התרגשתי מאד לראות מה גדולים מעשי חייו, לראות צדיק מה פעל.

בחורים יקרים עד שנעשו בני תורה אמיתיים ואברכים חשובים, ץ ה' בידו הצליח, לגדל ולרומם פרי מעשיו, שחפשמחתי לראות 
 מחנכים ובעלי בתים היודעים מה עיקר התכלית בחיים.

ובניתם בתיכם על אדני ולכים בדרך המסורה לנו. הה, זרע ברך ה', , עם בנים ובנותשמחתי לראות שזכיתם להקים משפחות נפלאות
 ות חייו.חרשזכיתם לשמוע ממנו וללמוד מאפי כראה, מתוך שמחה וחיזוק באמונה ובטחון, התורה והי

, למשפחה, ולכל מעריך אני מאד את המאמץ שעשיתם, להקדיש מזמנכם היקר להעלות את הדברים על הכתב, למען יביאו חיזוק גדול
 תלמידיו, שהחשיב אתכם כמשפחה.

את חכם עדיף מנביא, ראה  -שכשכתבתם גדולת רבו המשגיח הצדיק רבי יחזקאל לוינשטיין זצוק"ל, לראות מתוך מה מפליא 
וכך הוא כתב לו: )מופיע  כוחותיו הנפלאים של אבינו ורבינו ראש הישיבה זצ"ל, במכתב שכתב לו בעודו בחור צעיר בישיבת פונביז'.

 .(בספר "אור יחזקאל" מכתבים, אגרת שעז

 תשכ"ב, בני ברק. ]אור לכ"ה אדר א'[אור ליום ה' ויקהל 

המופלג בתורה ויראה הדורש טובת נפשו והשוקד על דרכי האמת וכו' מר אשר זעליג  חורהבהחיים והברכה לכבוד 
 .רובינשטיין נ"י ויז'

 ]אחר דרישת שלומו הטוב[. אחדשה"ט.

בתורה וביראה לדעתי כאשר אני רואה, הנה בידו לעלות לגדלות אתמול קבלתי מכתבו וממהר אני ליתן תשובתי,  
להשיג אשר בשביל זאת נברא האדם, כמו שכתוב ברבינו יונה ז"ל ]שערי תשובה[ בשער  תכלית האדםאשר זאת הוא  ובמדות

ועוד  אהבה ויראה ודביקותנפשו בדברים שנברא בעבורם כמו מדריגת  עמלאם לא ישים  ומה תקות הנבראהשלישי י"ז, 
 ועוד. 

דולים בתורה, לא על בחורים פשוטים, יזכה למדריגה אשר יהי' להשפיע על לומדים ג פאנביזואולי שע"י שיהי' בישיבת 
 ...אך אף אלו אשר הם יהי' מבינים יותר על דבריו. 

דולים בתורה, לא על בחורים פשוטים, אך אף יזכה למדריגה אשר יהי' להשפיע על לומדים ג" - הדברים ממש הנה רואים אנו קיוםו
 על לומדים גדולים בתורה.ונתקיימו הדברים אצלכם, שזכה להשפיע  ."אלו אשר הם יהי' מבינים יותר על דבריו

לחולל מהפכה בעם ישראל.  כוחו של יחיד!בראותי כל זאת, נזכר אני באחת משיחותיו של ראש הישיבה זצ"ל, שיחה בה הדגיש מה רב 
את  ,את מרת שרה שנירר, בהקמתה את "בית יעקב"  את מפעלו של מהר"ם שפירא בייסדו את ה"דף היומי"הוא הזכיר כדוגמא, 

 הרב מפונביז' זצוק"למורו ורבו את  ;עוד מוסדות תורה, אחר השואהאת "מפעל הש"ס" ואדמו"ר מקלויזנבורג זצוק"ל שהקים ה
 בהקמת ישיבות ומוסדות.

שעזב את כל הגשמיות ובנה את עצמו, ובנה מאות אחרים של י מבית מודרני, אוהנה לפנינו דוגמא נוספת של יחיד, של בחור אמריק
 בני תורה, כח היחיד!

ו בתורה ויראת שמים, ולהשפיע על אחרים, נבשעה זאת, ללמוד ממנו ולהמשיך בדרכו, להמשיך בבניית עצמ א"כ, זהו מה שמוטל עלינו
ודת ה', יחד עם ההשקפה הברורה בתכלית חיינו בעבוהשמחה על משפחתנו ועל ידידים, תלמידים ואחרים, להעביר את אש הלהבה 

 בעולם הזה.

על כן זאת הברכה, , (בנים ותלמידיםבפירות נאים ) ל )חסד(,בצ   ,לפנינו, מבורך היה במים )תורה(ומה אברככם עוד? האילן הגדול שהיה 
 יהיו כמותך! - שכל נטיעות שנוטעים ממךיהי רצון 

לחדש בה, נחת ושמחה, בריאות ואורך תתברכו אתם וביתכם וכל אשר לכם, בשפע של ברכה והצלחה, סייעתא דשמיא בהבנת התורה ו
 ימים.

 הכותב ברוב הערכה ובאהבה
 בשם המשפחה
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 מרדכי באאמו"ר הגרא"ז הכהן זצ"ל רובינשטיין.
 

. ויחד עמו רעיו חוברת זו בהידור רבצא עריכתו בהשקעה עצומה למען ת הננו להכיר טובה לידינו הנכבד ר' יוסף טראפר הי"ו עלבזאת 
 הי"ו. מאת ה' תשאו ברכה בכל מעשי ידיכם. ר' הירש הילר, ר' ישראל פולדא, ר' יודי גולדמןהמשתתפים בזה 

את שיחותיו של ראש הישיבה  רויב הי"ו, על עמלו הרב להביא לנו ב'כתיבה כדיבור'אוסיף ברכה לאברך היקר ר' אלי וינט בהזמנות זו 
את קולו מתוך  שיחות נפלאות, אקטואליות לימינו ממש ולכל זמן, לראות בהן כאילו בעל השמועה עומד לנגד עיננו, לשמועזצ"ל, 
  .להמשיך יעלה לו בקלות, למען זיכוי הרבים. יתן ה' וחפצו הכתב
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Rav Asher zt”l’s Impact 
 
Eli Wayntraub (Ramat Beis Shemesh) 

I came to Eretz Yisroel to learn for one year, and one year only. 
That was twenty years ago, and I’m still here, still learning in Kollel full 
time. This is only due to Rav Asher’s influence, mainly through the 
shmuessin. I remember speaking to Rabbi Pinck during my first year about 
the importance of staying for a second year. I said to him, “And if I stay 
for a second year, you’ll probably tell me the same thing about staying a 
third year.” Rabbi Pinck said to me, “It could be that by then we won’t 
have to tell you anything. Maybe you’ll know it on your own.” That was 
Toras simcha! He was right, and it was all because of Rav Asher’s 
shmuessin. I don’t remember exactly how I dealt with my parents. They 
definitely didn’t plan on me staying in learning, but at some point they just 
gave in. I know that they spoke to Rav Asher about it, but I don’t know 
what he told them…. 

I’m still learning due to Rav Asher. I feel that I have a very strong 
understanding of yiddishkeit and Daas Torah due to the influence of Rav 
Asher. 

The main yesod that comes to mind when I think about Rav Asher 
is the “Second Video”. I think about it a lot, and I feel that it helps me in 
various areas of avodas Hashem - learning, davening, bein adom 
lechaveiro.  
 
 
Doniel Pines (Switzerland) 

Did you know that Rav Asher zt”l tried whenever possible to join the evening Gemore Shiur of Rav Elyaschiv 
zt”l. He would sit at the Gemore and listen as if it was the first time he has ever learned this piece. You could see what 
it really means by, “bechol yoim yihyeh be-eynecho kechadoschos.” 
 

The picture of Rav Asher zt”l is hanging in my living room. His unique Simchas Hachayim continues to make 
a very great impact on me. "Heveh mekabel kol Odom besever Ponim yofois", Rav Asher was mekayem this in a way 
which I never saw by anybody else. This smiling hadras Ponim can never be forgotten. 
 
Avi Dolties (UK) 

Following attending Gateshead yeshiva, I originally only intended to stay at Toras Simcha for a year. 
Fortunately, the Rosh Yeshiva z'tl was able to extend my stay at Toras Simcha for another year. 
 

The Rosh Yeshiva's hallmark was to inculcate in his bochurim with a real consciousness of the Rebono Shel 
Olam. The effect of this has accompanied me both at home and at work. Whilst I recall his divrei torah, perhaps the 
most inspiring was his description of the R'S'O as 'The Puppet Master.' The adoption of the same in everyday life has 
been a formidable source of chizuk for my family and I.  
 
Yehonatan Schwarzmer 

To what degree do I owe my extra learning in Eretz Yisrael to Rav Asher? It's ALL his. I got married and 
planned to be in kollel for one year. At the end of that year, he began speaking to me about staying a second year...and 
eventually I agreed. I never dreamed he would consider asking me about a third year; it was too far-fetched, too hard. 
But he did. Repeatedly. And he made me think deeply about the difference between two versus three years. It was 
difficult, but it was gold. That was the best year of learning I ever had, and it had a significant impact on whom I and 
my family are today. Every time I have a seder, sit with a chavrusa, share a Torah thought...that's a credit and z'chus to 
Rav Asher ZT"L. 

Rav Asher taught us that there is a Hashem in the world. Plain and simple. And that we should know it and be 
aware of it and consider it always. Such a simple thing: there is a Hashem in the world. But he taught it to us with 
clarity. Don't parrot it because you learned it in yeshiva. Don't repeat it because that's what you're supposed to do. 
Rather - know it. Absorb it. And let it guide your life. What power. 
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Yaakov Wealcatch (Monsey, NY and Eretz Yisrael) 
 

My Rosh yeshiva used to say... 
 
It's been almost 12 years since I left Toras Simcha and I was 

only there for 1.5 years. I have spent time at several other Yeshivos 
before and after Toras Simcha so I am surprised how often I hear 
myself saying “my Rosh yeshiva used to say”...referring to Rav 
Asher. That tells me that my connection with him was much deeper 
than I actually appreciated at the time that I was in Toras Simcha. 
 
Examples of quotes and lessons that have stuck with me: 
 
Basics: Rav Asher taught us the Mesora from Rav Chatzkel and 
others that "The greatest of the greats focused on the most simple 
concepts - that there is a Hashem etc." He frequently spoke about the 
"alef beis"of hashkafa as being bitachon and other basic ideas of 
yiddishkeit that over time I have come to appreciate their importance.  
 
Bentching: "HU nosein lechem lkol basar...(extra pause)... [slowly:] ki l'oilam chasdoi" - it became my favorite 
sentence in bentching and I find myself imitating Rav Asher’s smile and tune more than a decade later.  
 
Kavanah: When I really decide to concentrate during davening or bentch slowly and carefully with extra kavana, in 
my mind, I am davening "Rav Asher style". 
 
Davening for success in learning: “Tell The Kadosh Baruch Hu you want kol hatorah kula - “I want Tanach, I want 
Shas Bavli, Yerushalmi, Sifri, Sifra, etc. etc.”. We were taught to be ambitious in our learning and to ask Hashem 
to make us spiritual millionaires. What a powerful lesson he instilled in us.  
 
His Talmidim: When the topic of the limited size of the Yeshiva came up, Rav Asher responded that he bdavka 
keeps it small: “I have lamid vav tzadikim”.  
 
Emunah: "The puppet master", Hashem is pulling the strings, He is really there. 
 
Zrizus: Rav Asher taught zrizus by example. Every minute was precious. He taught us that the worst word was 
"Man`ana" (tomorrow). 
 
Simchah: Learning deserves a niggun. (Especially mussar seder - I still imitate his mussar tune when I learn 
Messilas Yesharim). 
 
Kedusha: It’s well known how careful Rav Asher was with Shmiras Einayim. Recently, I met the owner of a 
Seforim store in Monsey who told me that he saw Rav Asher shortly before he was niftar. Rav Asher told him he 
had delayed his flight back to EY because he wanted to consult with the experts in TAG on the latest 
recommendations for internet/phone filters.  
 
These days it's hard to find a rebbi who takes responsibility to teach you how to think about the world. It's sorely 
needed. Rav Asher was that type. In high school there was a rumor about Toras Simcha. "Their Rosh yeshiva 
“brainwashes” you". It's well known that Rav Asher openly replied "Yes! I do brainwash my students, (insert 
signature laugh here), when your brain is dirty it needs to be washed. At Toras Simcah we take dirty brains and we 
wash them!" As a high school boy that sounded scary to me... but today I wish I could schedule another "cleaning".      
 
Yehei Zichro Baruch. 
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Eli Weiss (Givat Zeev) 
He taught me by example that it is a privilege and 

not a yoke to be an eved Hashem. 
One of the messages that most impacted me was 

when he shared what the 11th of the asseres hadibros could 
have been: "don’t fool yourself". It taught me to be ehrlich 
and genuine in my yiddishkeit, to know where I am holding 
and grow from there. Even though my father didn’t share 
his hashkafa 100%, he absolutely respected him for his 
honesty and truthfulness and this in turn was a factor in his 
supporting me to stay in learning for a couple of years.  
 
Yair Emanuel (London) 

I am from a Yekish Background; my wife is from a 
chassid-ish backround, well Chasidish enough to have a 
Mitzva Tanz. Reb Osher was in London for the Aufruf and 
Chasuna, in fact, my family was so impressed with his 
Benching that if I remember correctly he was asked to lead 
the Benching for all three meals. I asked Reb Osher on the 
Friday night before my wedding if he could explain to me 
what the Mitzva Tanz is all about and he promised to look 
into it. On the morning of the Chasuna during the pre 
chasuna shmooz, Reb Osher mentioned to me that he 
looked into it and Mitzva Tanz is a big thing. In fact, he 
said he had never participated in one before and that if I 
could speak to the badchan to get him a slot, he would 
participate. As the Mitzva Tanz started, Reb Osher came 
over to me and said with a smile, 'This is Kaporas Ovonos'. 
Reb Osher danced and then it was my turn as the chosson. 
My wife had expected me to do a quick dance to just get it 
over with, but having just heard from Reb Osher that it was 
Kaporas Ovonos much to her surprise I took my time. A 
few years later when I met Reb Osher at a Chansna he told 
me that our wedding was the first of eight Mitzva Tanzes he 
had danced at subsequently. It made an impression on me 
that once Reb Osher heard that Mitva Tanz was a big thing, 
he jumped at the opportunity to take part again and again. 
That’s who he was, always looking for mitzvos. 
 
Shalom Meir Waldman (Ramat Beis Shemes, Israel) 

By the time I came to TS, I was pretty interested in 
learning and in living in Eretz Yisroel. B"H, I am now in 
my 19th year here, still learning full time in kollel. The 
Rosh Yeshiva's influence was more in making me believe in 
the Ribbono Shel Olam's ability to take care of everything 
that I need and that by doing His ratzon, one does not lose 
out. When I listen today to Rav Asher's shmoozen, I am not 
surprised that I am where I am, because a lot of the yesodos that I live with on a daily basis are repeated over and 
over and hammered home powerfully.  

As we just read parshas Vayetze, the story of Moishele from yeshivas Ponevezh comes to mind. 
"Ein davar omed lefnei haratzon" There are just so many lessons that Rav Asher taught us that remained 
etched in our hearts for a lifetime.  
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Yaakov Barr (London) 
Reb Osher always said that we are olam hazeh dike yidden. Hashem just wants to give us. How many times I have used 

this message when trying to help disenfranchised teens as well as those suffering emotional disorders. So many yidden go 
through the motions, seeing yiddishkeit as a pain, a 'kill joy' religion. Not so Toras Simcha alumni. He brought yiddishkeit alive 
and made us yearn for a connection to Hashem and His Torah. I feel truly fortunate that I was lucky enough to hear this message.  

Being an English, rather skeptical sort of person, when I first joined the yeshiva, I was rather suspicious of Reb Osher. 
Was he real? Was it Bravado, how genuine was he? Over my years in the yeshiva, I 'tested him' many times- I listened to his 
bentching when he thought no one else was there, I watched his conduct when he thought he was unobserved and analyzed his 
responses on spur of the moment situations. It did not take me long to realize that Reb Osher was the real deal, genuine until the 
last. Humble, caring and the most loyal servant of Hashem. Till I came to Toras Simcha I had never met anyone like him. Now 
that Reb Osher has departed I don't think I ever will. What a lasting impact he made on me. 
 
Dovi Chaitovsky (Avreich in Yeshiva Torah Ohr, Beitar Illit, Eretz Yisrael) 

I'm still here for one year, b"h 13 years later (minus one in between). I'm mamash only here because of Reb Asher's 
hashpa'ah. Both as a bachur, and most definitely married. Possibly even more so married.  

Reb Asher came to my yeshiva to give fahers. First he spoke to the entire yeshiva about taking drugs and getting high 
on Torah. (Do you sniff or inject?) At my private faher, instead of asking me for my shtikel Torah, he asked in his booming 
voice "Do you fight against your yetzer hara?!" No one ever asked me that before, or cared for the answer. I weakly answered 
“yes, I try”. He smiled and then listened politely as I mumbled through the gemara and tosfos. Since then, Rosh Yeshiva, I'm still 
striving to fight my yezer hara. You taught us how to win that battle through Torah and emes. 

Memorable shmoozin: Habah letaheir, puppet master, Moishele, husbands A & B, the second video, don't be a loser!  
 
Ezra Kohn (Lakewood, NJ) 

After leaving the yeshiva for a few months already and in the process of finding a new one, I emailed Rav Asher ztz”l 
about something. After taking care of the matter I heard back a bit later with a request for jokes. Yes, you read that correctly – 
jokes. When I was in yeshiva there were quite a few of them going around and I took the liberty to send some to Rav Asher but 
had stopped. When I tried explaining that it might be immature to send a Rosh Yeshiva jokes, the response I got was classic. He 
brought down a few gemaras to make his point and then added his personal touch – it was a way of keeping a kesher with a 
talmid. Rav Asher was great among his peers, and a friend to a talmid. Yehi Zichro Baruch.  
 
Eliyahu Moshe Hibbert (London, Edgware, UK) 

I planned to learn for 3-5yrs and stayed for nearly 9 years. There was no convincing Boruch Hashem. However I 
strongly believe that the weekly shmooz and vaad on Chovos Halevovos was the back-bone of keeping me there with my wife 
and family. I can remember countless times thinking how will we get through the next month - or when will I see a check I’ve 
been waiting for. But after coming back from a shmooz or the vaad, I no longer had any questions and I would often stop 
worrying. He made me come to appreciate how lucky I was to be living in Eretz Yisroel and that gave me the will to want to 
remain as long as possible. 

He influenced me in every which way - the way I view a Gemora, not just pretending to understand what I am reading. 
The way I view others... the way I view life and how to constantly be on the 
lookout for the Kadosh Baruch Hu. He imparted me and my family with the lesson 
that the more one looks out for Hashem, the more you see Him governing your 
life. It enables a person to live with so much more Menuchas Hanefesh. 

I think that the most amazing shmooz (although they all were) was the 
story where he goes through a whole string of individuals from a Rebbe, to a 
business man, to a father… who went to R' Chatzkel and each one was asked what 
they do. After they tell R' Chatzkel, he replies to each one "Your role as a.... is to 
make sure that your.... (children/ talmidim / workplace) know that there is a 
Ribono Shel Oilam"!!! This is what he taught me and what I try to emulate 
through my life, realizing  we are nothing and it is Him who is in charge. Another 
powerful story was the one about the French irreligious Jew and Rav Shach – (the 
irreligious boy wanted to marry a goy and was sent to Rav Shach even though they 
had no common language. Rav Shach looked into his eyes, took his hand and 
stroked his cheek for five minutes. When the boy left, he was so moved that he 
cried and did a full teshuva, casting away the shiksa and upgrading his life) the 
way R' Asher cried when he said this story over - he made us feel like we were 
part of the story and connected. This made the impact of each story have a long 
lasting effect.... 
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Avromi Apt (Lathrup Village (Detroit), Michigan, USA) 
I originally came to learn for a couple years. During the time I was there the Rosh Yeshiva encouraged my parents 

that I was learning well and that I should stay in Eretz Yisroel. I was in Toras Simcha for 4 years (2 as a Bochur and 2 in 
the Kollel) There were an additional 5 years that I lived in Eretz Yisroel and attended as many Shmuessin as I was able to 
and learned as much from the Rosh Yeshiva's Eitzos and Hadrachos and Shiurim as I could. 

I always felt very close to the Rosh Yeshiva. I felt like he took me in as a son from the day I arrived. When I focus 
I can still hear his voice guiding my decisions. 

This is a really tough question. Especially now that R’ Eli Wayntraub has done the service of transcribing so 
many shmuessin. I can literally hear the Rosh Yeshiva saying them as I read them weekly. He taught us that Torah and 
Chazal were real and that if you want to understand anything in the world, that is the only place you will find it. He taught 
us about Simchas Hachaim and Dveykus to the Kadosh Boruch Hu. He was the embodiment of Ahavas Torah and Yiras 
Shomayim. I have barely scratched the surface and I am already crying. This is a very difficult question as he taught us so 
much. 
 
Elchonon Newman (Maalot Dafna, Yerushalayim, E"Y) 

When I first came to yeshiva Rav Asher gave his famous shmoos to the newcomers and I always remember he 
said "any aveira you did beforehand is forgiven, you have a clear slate once you start in this yeshiva"- he was trying to 
drill in us to forget about the past, work on building the future, which I remember until this very day and it impacts my life 
greatly to always try to build on the future rather than dwelling on the past.  

Recently I was at a hachnasas sefer Torah and I got speaking to an avreich who is many years older than me, we 
were discussing gemaras, yeshivos, etc. He asked me what yeshiva I learned in when I was a bachur, and I told him Toras 
Simcha. He asked me, “was the Rosh Yeshiva Rav Asher Zelig Rubinstein ZTZ"L?” I replied in the affirmative. He said to 
me, let me tell you a story about the first account I had with Rav Asher Zelig.  

I attended a chasuna and afterward I was waiting at a bus stop to catch a bus back to yeshiva. A car pulled over, 
and I saw a chashuva man driving and he asked me, do you need a ride? Come in! So I entered the car and we got to 
speaking about divrei Torah, and he asked me about myself, what was I learning, which yeshiva was I in. Then I asked 
him, what yeshiva are you in? What are you learning? Oh, I learn in Toras Simcha, he said. So I said back, Oh that's Rav 
Asher Zelig Rubinstein’s place! The man replied back, “I’m Asher Zelig Rubinstien.” I then said, “Where is the nearest 
stop so I can get out of the car, I’m embarrassed to take a ride.” Rav Asher replied back "what, all of a sudden Asher Zelig 
is a Rosh yeshiva and he can’t do chessed anymore?! He can’t be nice to people?! And he’s not allowed to give people 
rides?! When you become a rosh yeshiva, mitzvos can’t be done?!" Obviously, the bochur stayed in the car until he needed 
to get out. That was Rav Asher for you.  

Another story: Rav Asher always showed interest in people, always cared about them even if he didn’t know them 
or their background, or where they were coming from. A story which comes to mind is that when my father was once 
visitng yeshiva Rav Asher came up to him and asked him how everything is going, what he is doing etc. During the 
conversation, my father said that my little brother would be coming in soon to look at yeshivas for him. Rav Asher asked 
him which yeshivas he looked into, do you want me to speak to any to get him in, as well as going through all the possible 
options he may think of for my brother even. He asked my father questions about my brother to best understand his needs 
so that he could help out.  
 
Anonymous (E”Y) 

We all know that Rav Asher enjoyed davening 
immensely and he would take a long time, saying each 
word carefully and slowly, and sometimes it ended up being 
quite lengthy on Roshei Chodashim, Yamim tovim, etc. 
Once, we had a long davening with hallel and I thought Rav 
Asher was saying the last few lines of hallel extremely 
slowly, with kavana, and I being the young immature lad I 
was then, decided that after Rav Asher finished I would 
clap my hands sarcastically. So it was, but then I felt 
terrible. After thinking what I did for 2 seconds I was 
ashamed of my disrespectful gesture. Immediately after 
shachris, I went over to Rav Asher, and I asked him for forgiveness due to my disrespectful action. With absolute pure 
child honesty and total innocence, he replied "you did nothing wrong, you didn’t wrong me in any way." I said, “Is the 
rosh yeshiva sure? I embarrassed the rosh yeshiva, I clapped!” He said “No! I don’t know what you did wrong!”  
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Mordy Pollock (Baltimore, Maryland USA) 
I originally planned on learning in E"Y after high school for one to two years, depending on how I liked it. I quickly fell 

in love with the yeshiva and ended up staying in T.S. until pesach of fourth year. 
I think that the strongest way R' Asher impacted my life was that through his powerful, poignant shmoozen, he ignited a 

spark of passion inside of me for Torah and Mitzvos. His passionate, heartfelt, and genuine way of speaking and living touched 
me deeply, and profoundly affected the way I view life, Hashem, Torah, and myself.  
 
Yishai Steinberg (Manchester, UK) 

The first shmooze I ever heard was in a different yeshiva. He said if you taste Torah you will never leave and if you 
leave you didn't taste it. These words impact me every day of my life.  

Today, Rav Asher taught me that even if the world does something different and the right path would cause you 
embarrassment choose the right path. Hashem will protect you. I don't care if 50 people laugh at what I say and 2 listen for those 
two it was worth it.  
 
Moshe-Chaim Katz (Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel) 

What can I say! I came to learn for 6 months and thanks to Rav Asher, I stayed for 18 years!!!! 

Shmuel Davis (Beitar Ilit, Israel) 
I was Zoche to attend Rav Asher's Parsha shiur on Thursday nights for close to 10 years. I started off sitting in the back 

of the room and I slowly moved forward. I eventually was Zoche to sit in the seat right next to Rav Asher. It was an incredible 
experience. I had first hand close up experience of his greatness. I watched and absorbed every facial expression and was always 
moved when his tears flowed in his reminiscence of the Gedolim of the previous generation. He had such an incredible impact 
on me my family and all those who came to our shabbos table whom I shared Rav Asher’s Torah with.  

Just one of the many examples: When I would review the Torah and chizuk that we received that week from Rav Asher 
my family members and guests all listened eagerly. When my son was young he used to play very close to the table as I would 
give over Rav Asher’s Torah. The impact it had on my son was unknown to me until he admitted many years later how much 
chizuk he actually got, and that a significant amount of his Hashkafa came from Rav Asher's Torah. 

It is hard to say as each drasha was packed with Chizuk, interesting stories and solid Hashkafa. We all grew so much 
from what he taught us and it is so hard not to have him any more. He was a glowing light in all of this darkness and kept us on 
the straight and narrow path!  
 
Yaakov Pinchas Wolfish (Yerushalayim, originally from Baltimore) 

When I was 17, it was time to look for a yeshiva in Eretz Yisrael. We did not know much about what options were 
available in Eretz Yisrael and asked my cousin, the Rosh Hayeshiva for advice. He suggested that I should come to his yeshiva 
and from there I could look around for a yeshiva that would be a good fit. If I liked Toras Simcha I could stay. The decision to 
take his advice probably had the biggest impact on my life. 

Before Rosh Hashanah, during my first year in Toras Simcha, I was faced with a dilemma. Being chassidish, I wanted 
to daven with the Rebbe, while at the 
same time, being in a litvish yeshiva 
one normally davens in the yeshiva. 
When I spoke to the Rosh Hayeshiva, 
I was in for a shock by his answer. 
"You have a Rebbe" he said, "go ask 
him what the right thing to do is." 
This taught me so many lessons for 
life. First of all, you always have to do 
what's right, no matter what! Second, 
you need to ask in order to find out. 
Third, the best and most effective way 
you will ever give over an important 
message or lesson is by example, be it 
to your talmidim or your children. The 
Rosh Hayeshiva could have just said, 
" I’m your Rosh Hayeshiva, you will 
do as I say". His approach showed me 
how much love and respect Rav Asher 
had for all his talmidim.  
 (continued on next page) 
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Yaakov Pinchas Wolfish (continued) 
In yeshiva there were so many different shmuzen and vaadim to learn from; we learned about being an Ish 

tzaddik versus an ish addamah, we learned about the puppet master, about leaving Eretz Yisrael, about leaving 
Mitzrayim, about living in Eretz Yisrael, about having a rebbi, about not being a Fahrtigger- rather always growing, 
about burning your own parah adumah, how to daven, learn and so much, much more.  

It's very hard to say which one stands out the most, but if I had to pick one, I think I would say it would be 
“Harchev Picha Viamaleihu”. The Rosh Hayeshiva always taught us that "The Kodosh Baruch Hu" put us in this world 
to shower us with good- that is what He wants for us- and all we need to do is to let Him. We need to say thank you for 
all that He gives us, to ask for everything that we need, and to show Him that we are doing the right thing with what 
He gives us.  

Even though it's already been 2 years since our tragic loss, and you would think that time would have a way of 
healing the pain, it is still very hard to imagine and write about such a vibrant, happy person who is no longer with us. 
To be honest, I can say that hardly a day goes by without myself and my family thinking about the Rosh Hayeshiva. 
During davening I imagine how he used to daven- with such a brend and a smile, savoring every single word. When I 
learn, I imagine him learning Torah and enjoying it as if it was his first time. Often we find ourselves asking each 
other, "what would Rav Asher say in this situation?" The Rosh Hayesiva's happy personality was real and contagious. 
It effected the entire yeshiva, and their families- everyone was encouraged by him and influenced for life. Just take a 
look at all the little Asher Zeligs that have been born over these past 2 years and you realize how much he is missed by 
us all. May we all bring nachas to the Rosh Hayeshiva ZT"L and the Rebbitzen TLIT"A, and strive for gadlus as he so 
much wanted and expected of us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Moshe Tzvi Cohen (Oak Park, MI, U.S.A.) 
I came to Toras Simcha the first year it opened in 1995 as a 17 year-old. It is virtually impossible for me to 

quantify how different my life looks twenty years later. This is directly attributable to Rav Asher, both in the way he 
worked with all of us and in the way he set up the yeshiva. Bringing in high-level rabbeim and giving them the 
flexibility to manage their shiurim and bochrim as they saw fit shows Rav Asher's genius as a mechanech. The 
shmusim and Vaadim changed my entire outlook on life, even today I hear myself saying and thinking things just like 
Rav Asher would say. 

All of the Friday schmoozem were inspiring and enlightening. What rings in my ears is that shmooz of being 
"born to win big," a concept I think about constantly.  

 אריאל נוסבאום

 כרמיאל ארץ ישראל

, היום אני אפילו חי 15השם כבר עברו כמעט  הגעתי לישיבה במטרה להשאר שנה אחת, וברוך
, הילדים שלי לא מדברים אנגלית. זכיתי להיות חרדי לדבר השם, וכל זה בזכות רבי אשר בעברית

 זצ"ל.

צהרים, מכל מיני סיבות. ידעתי שמסתבר ב 12כשנולד לי בני השלישי )יהודה לייב( הברית נקבעה ל
, כיון שזה הזמן שהרב מוסר שיעור. הייתי מאוכזב, כיון שה"קריאת השם" של שהרב לא יוכל להגיע

 הרב היה משהו בלתי נשכח.

התקשר אלי  , ובבוקר הרב בכבודו ובעצמושל הברית תליתי פתק בישיבה המודיע על הזמן והמקום
ועשרה, אם נוכל  12את הזמן של השיעור, אך לא יספיק להגיע לפני השעה  ואמר שהוא שינה

. אני מאד התרגשתי, זה היה תזכורת בשבילי כמה הרב ראה כל תלמיד ותלמיד להמתין כמה דקות
 רק בשביל תלמיד אחד קטן וצעיר. כבן יחיד, ושינה את סדר יומו

כתלמיד ישיבת 'ארחות תורה' שלמד  ברוך השם זכיתי לארח את נכד הרב לסעודת שבת, בזמן
 עם הילדים שלי בעברית, בבית שלי. ונהנהולראות את נכדדו של ר' אשר מדבר בכרמיאל, 

, חס ושלום!! ברוך השם שזכיתי לעשות אני חושב שאם לא ר' אשר הייתי היום במקום מאוד שונה
 לרב נחת אמיתי.
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Anonymous (UK) 

How I ended up in Toras Simcha was due to Reb Osher, he came to speak in England one November. After 
he spoke I approached Reb Osher who gave me his loving smile and trademark bear hug and said Toras Simcha is 
for serious boys who want to come, you seem like you are one of them, I have a chavrusa for you. I decided to not 
join then but waited to enroll after Pesach, I originally planned to come to Toras Simcha for three months to 
complete the School year and then enroll in college, but that never happened, My year in Toras Simcha turned into 
eight years, and then twelve years in EY. Through his real life shuirim he influenced me to stay! “There is no such 
thing as excuses” was something that he instilled in us by example. 

 
Dovid Manson 
 After Reb Osher was Nifter my Rosh Kollel then in EY Harav Sholomo Ashkenazi approached me and 
said, “I know that it must be hard for you, you are probably thinking if I had only had a bigger Kesher with Reb 
Osher… but you should know he always kept a Kesher with you, he always asked me, ‘how is my Dovid doing, 
what is he up to?’ whenever I met him!” This made a huge impact on me. Reb Osher cared for each and every one 
of us, even after we left his yeshiva, we were still his Talmidim. 

Yisroel Fulda (New York) 
When I first met Rebbi, I committed to stay for Elul Zman and go from there. I ended up staying till shortly 

after Chanuka and then returning for 2 years 
to learn in Kollel. 

On a daily basis, I ask myself what 
Rebbi would advise me and how he would 
tell me to handle situations as they come up. 
I was zoche to have learned for a number of 
years Shaar Habitachon with Rebbi on 
Sundays - when I get stressed out and 
overwhelmed, I try to think back and review 
some of the fundamentals of Bitachon that 
Rebbi taught me - the calm this brings is 
frighteningly amazing. I have had the zechus 
to share many of my conversations and 
lessons I learned from Rebbi together with 
others helping them as well. My kids also 
were lucky enough to meet and get to know 
Rebbi and we are able to share and discuss 
divrei torah and shmoozes from Rebbi. 

One of Rebbi's most classic (in my 
opinion) shmoozes that he gave was "The 
Puppetmaster" - having shared this many 
times over and having heard others discuss it, 
I think of this one as one of his most 
memorable classics, though there are many 
shiurim that are quite memorable - every 
shmooz and shiur had tremendous meaning 
for all. The number one lesson I have taken 
(still working on) from Rebbi is Bitachon. I 
have said over that if I had to pick one 
quality that I saw in Rebbi that stood out to 
me and that I have never seen comparable 
anywhere else it was Rebbis true and 
absolute Bitachon - living and breathing 
Bitachon. 
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Hersh Hiller (Milwaukee, WI 53216) 

I originally planned on being in EY for... Now that I think about it, I don't think I had a plan. I ended up 
staying for three years! Reb Asher influenced my life tremendously by taking me into his Yeshiva and 
providing a warm, caring and nurturing environment for me to grow in my Avodas Hashem. I did not need to 
convince my parents.  

Reb Asher taught me a lot! He had a lot of memorable phrases that keep coming back. The most notable is, 
every time I hear the word, "Shalva" (tranquility) either as a name or in reference to the Parsha Shuir he gave. 
I can still see the emotion on his face as he would say, with a lot of emphasis! There is no Shalva! Yaakov 
Avinu thought there would be Shalva!" The amount of passion and feeling that he put into everything he said 
was amazing! Even the things we take for granted or just everyday responses to people, his were different. 
You could feel them because they came from the heart! Another memorable phrase was, "Kiva hashemesh, 
He turned off the sun!" Hashem turned the sun off so that Yaakov would sleep there. The way he said it 
wasn't so special as much as the point he was trying to make about having emunah peshuta. For Hashem to 
do that was so simple, similarly for Hashem to help us through our problems or challenges in life would be 
just as easy. As easy as turning the sun off, as if it was a light switch and all we need to do is flick it off. I 
really miss hearing that level of emunah, and rarely experience something even remotely close.  
 

Yosef Tropper (Baltimore, MD) 

I came to Eretz Yisrael for one year and no more. 
It was only because of Rav Asher’s influence that I stayed 
for five years. We never even discussed it or debated it. 
By the time my year ended I knew that “people who want 
emes and want to live a life of ruchniyus stay to learn 
longer.” Rav Asher always spoke about learning under 
Rav Chatzkal for five years and the impact that it had on 
his life and so I saw great value in staying in TS for five 
years and have never regretted a moment I spent there. 
Some of my friends asked me if this set my life back at 
all, spending five years in EY and I repled, “on the 
contrary, this move put me ahead by lightyears. Now I 
know what life is about!”  

Seeing Rav Asher daven and learn was the most powerful growth experience which I have ever had 
in my life. Every single day that I was in Eretz Yisrael I thanked Hashem for the opportunity to learn and 
grow. A few years ago, I thought about that time period and I realized that it was only because of Rav Asher 
that I learned to savor each moment in EY and to strive to use it for growth.   

My life would not be the same had I gone to any other yeshiva, period. I would have done “the Israel 
thing” for one year and returned back to America to pursue money without any understanding of the purpose 
of life. Rav Asher taught us how to think like a yid, how to do mitzvos like an oved Hashem, how to have the 
proper hashkafa of a ben torah in one’s personal and family life and how to learn Torah, how to learn, period. 
It’s easy to remember Rav Asher’s haskafos, because everyone attended the shiurim and vaadim, but having 
spent 3 years in Rav Asher’s shiur and learning with him bichavrusah, I can testify that Rav Asher taught us 
how to learn. He made each and every one of his talmidim into lamdanim like himself. He taught us to have 
emes haskafos and to have an unsatiable thirst for emes in the sugya, by going for the absolute and real 
poshut pshat based on “the zaideh Rashi” and the Rishonim. The only achronim that he allowed were ones 
that were mediyek the words and strived for emes like Rav Elyashiv zt”l. Rav Asher’s Torah was glatt and fit 
in the words brilliantly. He never gave a shiur, instead, he talked over haaros with us, his chavrusos.   
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Bentzion Klein  
 
Dear Toras Simcha Family,  

It's really hard to put into words the life changing effect that Rav Asher Zt"l had on my life. Truth is, the feelings and 
emotions that I feel, seem to be too deep to put into words altogether. It's taken me a long time to sum up some of the key 
things that I learned from Rav Asher Zt"l. I'm going to try to share with all of you some of my feelings and thoughts, with 
hopes that it may bring some comfort and perhaps some chizuk. I'll never forget when I met Rav Asher Z"tl for the first time 
during my interview in my high school Yeshiva. I remember how all he was looking for were boys that wanted to grow in 
learning and Simcha for yiddishkeit. I was not very good in learning and I wasn't so strong in my Yiras shomayim at the time 
either. He always encouraged me to try and made me feel wanted and important. He had this way of making us want to grow 
on our own.  

His shmuzen would blow my mind. The truth that he shared with us and exposed us to was so invigorating and 
motivating. It charged my entire experience in Eretz Yisroel with everything being a part of my journey to discover Kirvas 
Elokim - Real deal Devakus! I'll never forget one of the first speeches I ever heard from Rav Asher Z"tl and how he asked us 
all if we believe in G-D. I was shocked to hear this question but at the same time I knew at that moment that I had come to the 
right place. No stone was left unturned in Toras Simcha. We were always encouraged to ask questions and I feel like we were 
all able to grow because we felt his conviction and commitment to that same truth. He taught us how to believe in HaShem for 
real; how to integrate Him into our lives. He was always so transparent and most importantly consistent with everything that he 
taught.  

It always shocked me how he wasn't afraid to say the truth and to "say it the way it is." Alma D'shikrah would always 
be there to say the opposite of Daas Torah! This concept has helped me tremendously in navigating through this difficult world 
and the journey of life. Like he always said - Daas Torah is Hefuch Daas Baal Habaatim! I remember how he prepared us and 
gave us defense techniques to use in our own mind to challenge our thoughts and the thoughts of others that would affect us 
and try to bring us down. Sometimes these techniques will work instantly and sometimes we would only realize after some 
time that the "Daas Baale batim" has seeped into our lives. However we must never forget that we follow Daas Torah!  

I would like to share a story that happened to me during my first year that is somewhat personal but I feel like 
everyone can benefit from it. As most of you may know, music is an important part of my life and always has been since I was 
a kid. During my first year in Israel one of my favorite things to do would be to ride the buses while listening to some great 
“music” on my headphones or walk the streets of Geulah etc and I would get lost in my own world. Little did I know that a few 
months into my year, Rav Asher Z"tl gave his famous Kirvas Elokim Li Tov speech and that it would change my life forever. 
He talked about how if one wants to taste the delicious sweetness of the strawberry shortcake that they must first remove any 
pieces of meat or chicken etc from his mouth so that they can taste the full sweetness of that cake. So too, in our pursuit of that 
same feeling of sweetness and Kirvas Elokim, we must to remove those things that would prevent us from experiencing 
Shechina. It made perfect sense. How can we be so connected and so passionate about things that the Shechina despises. He 
inspired me to get rid of all of my music and I then plugged myself into music that would help elevate me to a level where I 
can experience the Shechina and true D'vekus. It gave me a tremendous boost in my learning and was the key component to 
any growth that I had during my years in Yeshiva. I did in fact taste the sweetness that he so often referred to, and it has never 
left me.  

Because of Rav Asher Z"tl I really do love HaShem and feel lucky to have the Torah! I'll never forget when he came 
to visit me in Edmonton. He spoke for my different youth groups that I was working with at the time. He witnessed some of the 
work that I was doing and although some of it didn't thrill him, he always would encourage me to ask an American posek for 
direction in these matters. For years, I allowed the grips of Chutz Laaretz to get the best of me but the truth of Rav Asher burns 
bright in my heart and soul. I continue to grow and try to carry it 
wherever life takes me. I am so grateful that he taught us the danger 
of the dirtiest word in the book (mediocrity) and how it is our life's 
mission to live a life aspiring for greatness in this world! To live a life 
where we can have access to the greatest pleasure and happiness 
possible to find. He gave us the secret. Now it's our turn to share it 
with the world and show them how to smile the way Rav Asher Zt"l 
always did! Life isn't the same without our special Rosh Hayeshiva 
and never will be. But knowing that there are thousands of young men 
like us, dedicated to his mission and to following his beautiful 
Derech, should give us all strength to go on without him, but never 
without the values and lessons that we learned from him. 

  
Yehei Zichro Boruch  
 

A Talmud forever,  
Bentzion Klein.  
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Rabbi Asher Zelig Rubenstein zt”l on his 2nd Yahrtzeit 

25 Shevat 5776/ January 6, 2016 

His True Essence 
By: Yosef Tropper 

I think of my rebbe, Rav Asher Zelig HaKohen Rubenstein zt”l 
at least twice every day. It is specifically while reciting shema 
that his memory comes to me in a most vivid manner. If you 
had ever heard him daven, you may think you know the reason 
that I remember him during shema, but it’s not what you 
expect. Yes, we all have memories of the Rosh Yeshiva zt”l 
reciting “v’lo sosuru acharey l’vavchem v’acharei eineichem, 
do not veer off and follow your heart or after your eyes…” with 
his heartfelt tune while waiving his finger and head to signify 
the “forbidden” sign (1), but that’s not what reminds me of him 
every morning and night. Instead, it is three words at the end of 
shema which summarize the Torah’s goal for every Jew, “v’heyisem kedoshim leilokiechem, be holy to 
your G-d.” These words had deep meaning to rebbe and the image that comes to me each time I recite 
them is that of Rav Asher zt”l and what he strived for. His life to me was the pursuit of becoming a 
kaddosh, a holy person. This was his most eloquent message.  

(1) I’m grateful to the Rubenstein family for sharing with me the manuscript of Sefer Mi Yaaleh, the Hebrew 
biography of Rav Asher zt”l which is almost complete. Many stories in this present article were known to me first 
hand and were also found in that biography (as noted in this article). In the chapter about Ponevezh, the family 
recounted that they have in their possession many kuntrisim, notebooks, that Rav Asher zt”l wrote as a young 
bochur in yeshiva. One of the notebooks is called “Chizuk” and has about 20 topics, each containing inspirational 
quotes that Rav Asher compiled to keep himself inspired. Most of the quotes are maamarei chazal or one liners 
taken from various seforim or sichos he heard. In the section on kedusha, Rav Asher wrote down this posuk of 
“v’lo sosuru.” At first I was perplexed as to why he simply quoted a posuk, but then I realized that this was his 
greatness. How many people do you know that count a posuk in the Torah as their inspiration?! But to him, this 
posuk was alive and it empowered him to push forward in his quest toward true service of Hashem. I heard with 
my own ears the brendt and life that Rav Asher found in that posuk over forty-five years after he added it into his 
Chizuk notebook. It still inspired him. 

His Kedusha 

Kedusha means to lift yourself above the distractions, temptations and falsehoods of this world and to 
live a life dedicated to fulfilling Hashem’s goals for you. Rav Asher was a self-proclaimed fanatic when it 
came to kedusha. He was always careful to avoid being placed in a situation that would compromise his 
growth. He talked to his talmidim about shemiras einayim and about staying away from places that were 
pitfalls and spiritual dangers. When he attended a simcha, especially a wedding, he demanded that men 
and women be seated separately. If he was not satisfied with the arrangements he would unabashedly and 
unapologetically let you know. There’s a phrase throughout Shas (see Kiddushin 44a for example) of 
“tzavach kikruchya, he screamed like a crane [in protest].” The talmidim of Rav Asher all knew what it 
meant to see that passionate action carried out. He had so much energy all the time, and especially when 
he was fired up, that you sometimes forgot his real age and thought he was at the prime of youthful vigor.  
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Growing Each Day  

Rav Asher was always striving to grow more and more and to have a life of holiness and spiritual 
happiness. I’ve met many motivated people in my life. Some are doctors; some lawyers and some are 
ambitions businessmen who want to get rich. They work tirelessly to achieve their goal and their lives 
revolve around that which they are pursuing. As Shlomo Hamelech writes (Koheles 5:9), “He who loves 
money, will never be satisfied with money,” he will keep pursuing it passionately and can never be 
stopped. Imagine if someone had that same passion and drive when it came to spirituality. Imagine if that 
person saw every moment in life as another opportunity to learn Torah, to perform mitzvos and to help 
other people in need. Imagine if that person had all the motivation and unified focus comparable to the 
businessman who was seeking to be rich. That would be one hyper-focused person. That was who Rav 
Asher was.  

Rav Asher wasn’t a fanatic because his views were strict, he was a person whose focus on truth and 
whose understanding of the value of life and the importance of Torah and mitzvos was so strong that there 
just was nothing else to see or talk about. At the same time, he was normal and you could connect with 
him. He could laugh and smile with you and he knew how to pat you on the back and make you feel like a 
million dollars. When he shared from his heart, when he expressed his conviction, you saw where his 
passion was. The only thing valid and important to him was Torah and living a life as a genuine oved 
Hashem. He infused us with stories of his rabbeim and Daas Torah and he taught us by example how to 
be an erlich Jew.  

With all of his drive and focus, Rav Asher was a very happy person. He was not uptight at all. You 
always saw a tremendous smile on his face, whether he was learning, davening, reciting birchas hamazon, 
or talking with a talmid or interacting with his family, the smile was there. His simcha was palpable and 
was what grabbed our attention about him first. We would say, “He’s demanding us to push ourselves, to 
overcome laziness, to question some of our incorrect hashkafos, that’s really hard and inconvenient, but 
look how much simcha he has in his life. I can’t just ignore that, I need to try it for myself.” And once we 
began to learn Torah and appreciate davening and mitzvos, we saw where his simcha was coming from. 
He would say, “Ta’amu u’riu ki tov Hashem, taste how good Torah is. Harcheiv picha v’amaleihu, the 
Kadosh Baruch Hu just wants you to open your mouth and He will fill it up with pleasure. He wants you 
to enjoy this world in the most real way.” Rav Asher taught us how to find the true pleasure in life. 

Rav Asher was always driven and passionate 
about using life. His notebook of chizuk has an 
entry called “hasmada, diligence” which urges 
him to throw away personal excuses and to 
charge forward in life. He wrote, “Think about 
the previous generations of Jews who lived 
under constant fear for their lives, in dire 
danger and were pursued violently by their 
enemies, yet, they persevered over all their 
troubles, they learned Torah and became 
gedolim. Believe in yourself and know that 
you too can overcome challenges and learn 
despite distractions. All the more so, 
nowadays, where we are free and safe, why do 
you still allow yourself to cause bitul Torah?! 
(Mi Yaaleh) 
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Connected to His Teachers 

One of the most defining traits of Rav Asher’s talmidim is their respect for talmidei chachamim and their 
deep connection and respect for their rabbeim. He taught this by example. Rav Asher spoke in awe of his 
rabbeim, Rav Chatzkal Levenstein zt”l, Rav Shach zt”l and ybl”c Rav Shmuel Auerbach shlita, teaching 
us how to be a talmid. You simply watched him interact with gedolim and you saw a child sitting before 
his father in awe, drinking in every word.  

Rav Aharon Kotler passed away on November 29, 1962 and Rav Asher arrived at Beis Midrash Govoha 
to learn under Rav Shneur Kotler less than two years later. It was a defining time in BMG where many 
debated who the appropriate new Rosh Yeshiva should be. Rav Shach was the machriah who paskened 
that Rav Shneur should take on the mantel, but some of the old talmidim had a hard time adjusting to the 
change. One talmid from that period recounted that when Asher Zelig arrived, he deeply latched onto Rav 
Shneur, attending all his shiurim, serving him and hanging onto him as a thirsty talmid connects with his 
rebbe who provides him with life-giving water, Torah. The older students were very moved by the 
dedication and hislahavus which Asher Zelig displayed and many were inspired to follow suit. Rav 
Asher’s connection to his rebbe made an impact on the entire yeshiva and allowed others to see the 
greatness of Rav Shneur as their new rebbe. In due time, Rav Shneur was beloved and respected by all. 
Many of the talmidim felt that it was Rav Asher’s love and commitment to his rebbe, something he 
learned while studying under Rav Chatzkal, that uplifted the entire BMG (Mi Yaaleh). 

Lifetime Passion 

Rav Asher was the second child born to his parents after his sister who was six years older. He was 
named “Asher Zelig” after his mother’s grandfather. His namesake was known to all for his piousness and 
his fearless ability to give rebuke to anyone, young and old, if needed (Mi Yaaleh). Rav Asher certainly 
inherited this trait from his namesake and was not afraid of anyone or anything when emes had to be 
shared.   

When the Rubenstein family moved to Far Rockaway they joined the White Shul which was a shul 
committed to Torah ideals led by Rabbi Fortman. Two years later, in 1951, when the rav passed away, the 
city was slowly becoming more and more modern and drifting away from Torah and mitzvos. (It must be 
stressed that Rav Asher himself always talked about the current Far Rockaway as an impressive place of 

Torah and yiras shamayim and very different than the modern place 
where he grew up) The shul was at a large crossroads with many of the 
younger members pushing to hire a Modern rabbi while the older 
members saw the breaches that were beginning. One of the richest 
members of the community was not religious and was pushing strongly 
for his modernization agenda. Rav Asher’s father, Rav Yirmiyahu, got 
up at the shul meeting and put the ringleader in his place. “This is our 
shul and we have worked to preserve it as a place of Torah-true 
yiddishkeit. That is the way that it must remain.” With that, he motioned 
for the ringleader to be thrown out so he would be stopped from 
sabotaging the shul’s spiritual growth. The people were very moved by 
this plea and ended up voting to hire Rabbi Raphael Pelcovitz as their 
spiritual leader, a man whose presence and influence had a profound 
impact on the spiritual growth of the community. He had learned at 
Chevron Yeshiva and Torah V’Daas and was a strong advocate for 
kedusha and shemiras haTorah in the community (Mi Yaaleh).  
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When Rav Asher turned 70 years old, he called all of his family together for a special gathering to give 
thanks to Hashem for reaching the age of seiva. He made a siyum on Shas for the occasion. During the 
meal he spoke very emotionally and shared that the Shas he used and held in his hands had special 
significance to him. “Before I reached my bar mitzvah, my father called me aside and asked me what gift I 
wanted in honor of the occasion. He said he was prepared to get me an expensive bike if I wanted. I 
thought about it and told him, ‘I don’t need a bike; instead I want a set of Shas, something meaningful.’ 
This is the set of Shas which I have bisiatah disishmaya learned from and been zocheh to use. I had it 
bound a few years back and probably paid more for the binding than the original price of the whole Shas. 
But this is what I chose instead of a bike and this is my pride and joy (Mi Yaaleh).” 

Rav Asher loved Torah and talmidei chachaim. Time and again we saw how many gedolim he was 
connected with and how much respect he gave them. He held Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel zt”l in the greatest 
esteem. He called him, “the greatest marbitz Torah of the 21st century.” In a hespid Rav Asher said, “Rav 
Nosson Tzvi came from a modern Chicago home (crying). He came from an illustrious family, but his 
parents were modern Orthodox; he went to a co-ed school. He came to Eretz Yisrael the same time that I 
did. He was in Mir and I went to Ponevezh. He made a life for himself. He knew Kol HaTorah Kula and 
had the zechus of over 7000 people learning Torah in his yeshiva. Look at what we can learn from him 
and look how much we can accomplish for Hashem. Whenever I saw him, I just melted by his tzidkus and 
greatness. What an amazing person, what a warm and loving neshama. Look what we are now missing.” 

Daas Torah 

Rav Asher often told over that his life changed forever when he came to learn in Ponevezh for one year at 
age 17. After completing his one year of learning, his parents told him to come home for his younger 
brother’s bar mitzvah and to get a profession. He was at a crossroad. On the one hand, how could he miss 
his brother’s bar mitzvah; on the other hand he was growing in his learning, and he knew that once he 
went home, his parents would never let him come back and he would not be able to continue his learning. 
Off to Brooklyn College he would be sent to become the lawyer that his mother hoped him to be. Rav 
Asher took this shaila to the Ponevezher Rav whom he had grown close to over the past year. The Rav 
told him that he must not leave the yeshiva if he wants to become great in Torah. “What will I tell my 
parents about missing the bar mitzvah?” “I am fundraising in America in a few months,” replied Rav 
Kahanaman, “I will visit your family as your shaliach and wish a mazel tov for you.”  

And so it was. Rav Asher stayed and shteiged and 
the Ponevezher Rav visited the Rubenstein home. He 
gave the bar mitzvah boy a warm kiss on the head, 
wished him a mazel tov from his brother in Eretz 
Yisrael and gave him a birchas Kohen. The Rav 
made sure to tell Asher Zelig’s parents about what a 
zechus it is for them to have a son who is so special 
and growing in Torah. With all this, Asher Zelig’s 
mother was still not satisfied and so she asked, “what 
will be with his parnasah?” Rav Kahanaman replied, 
“if he stays in learning he will become a great talmid 
chachom and a talented marbitz torah.” She was still 
not satisfied, “will he be as great as you?!” “Maybe 
even greater!” the rav responded with a smile. (Rav 
Asher used to add, “one is allowed to lie to bring 
about peace” whenever he told this story.)  
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That visit made a great impact on the entire family and left Rav Asher’s parents with a deep appreciation 
and feelings of satisfaction regarding their son. Rav Asher always stated that even though the decision not 
to go home for the bar mitzvah was a difficult pill for him to swallow, he had the foresight to latch onto 
Daas Torah and listen to his rebbe. In retrospect, Rav Asher said it was probably one of the most 
important decisions he ever followed in his life and it opened the door for him to true Torah learning. 
“Had I not listened to my rebbe, and instead left, the course of my life would have been very different, I 
would have lost out and been a nobody!” 

It is my personal opinion that Rav Asher himself learned to emulate his rebbe and was always interested 
in talking with the parents of his talmidim to give them reassurance and to tell them how much their sons 
were shteiging and how they would be great. Whenever he visited a city, he always made sure to visit the 
parents of his talmidim and to send them warm regards and to report on how their children were 
developing into true bnei Torah. Parents recounted that many of these visits caused them to support their 
son’s efforts to stay in learning for years, decades and some even for a lifetime.  

Rebbe taught us what Daas Torah is and how to connect with our gedolim. The posuk in Yechezkel (33:7) 
states, “tzofeh nissaticha l’bais yisrael, you are the tower watch guard for the nation.” Malbim explains 
that the leaders of the nation are called the tower watch guards because imagine a watch guard sitting atop 
the tower and performing his job. Suddenly, he sees an enemy ambush forming in the distance and so the 
guard climbs down and begins to warn the people and mobilize the troops. One man stands up to object. 
“I disagree with the tower guard, I’m looking from here and I don’t see anything! So why are you all 
frantically listening to him?!” The entire city will laugh at him and call the objector a fool. The watch 
guard had the optimal view from upon the tower and his warning is vital to their survival. This, explains 
Malbim, is why the prophet and all our leaders are called the tower watch guards, because they see from 
on high, what we cannot see from down below. When we listen to our gedolim, we are hearing their 
advice and recommendations emanating from a higher place and clearer view. If we don’t see it their way 
from our limited access and handicapped vision, we would be a fool not to follow their advice. This is 
what Rav Asher hammered into our every fiber. Rav Asher would always quote the Mesilas Yesharim 
and compare the gedolim to the people who stand above the labyrinth and give directions to us who are 
lost in the maze.   

To Emulate Hashem 

The Midrash tells us that when Hashem created Adam, man was so holy and pure that the angels saw him 
and thought he was God. They began to say “kaddosh” to him. This Midrash is obviously expressing 
secrets of Torah, but the simple explanation is that man’s goal is to emulate Hashem; just as Hashem is 
holy, so too we must be holy. As the Nefesh HaChaim (I:9) explains that man is greater than the angels in 
the sense that man has the power to have his actions impact the higher worlds. When we do mitzvos and 
study Torah we bring life and goodness to ourselves and to the world. Our job is to be holy and to imbue 
our life with a commitment to holiness and a separation from earthly distractions. When I watched Rav 
Asher, I saw him as acting as that “kaddosh.” 

In the shachris tefillos on Shabbos and Yom Tov there is a paragraph which precedes Yishtabach. The 
paragraph states, “b’fi yesharim tishalal, By the mouth of the upright You (Hashem) are praised; by the 
words of the righteous You are blessed; by the tongues of the devout shall you be exalted and amid the 
holy You are sanctified.” What are these four levels? 
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Rav Shraga Feivel Mendelowitz explains a beautiful idea here. These four categories are in ascending order, each 
holier than the one before it. The higher the person, the more meaningful the praise that he gives Hashem. Thus, 
yesharim, the lowest level, give praise to Hashem with their mouths and then the tzaddikim, the next level up, 
praise Hashem with actual words. Next, the chassidim use utterances of their tongues to extol Hashem. Finally, 
the highest level is “bekerev kedoshim tiskadash, the holy one’s very existence gives praise to Hashem.” The holy 
person goes through life serving Hashem and his every action is a sanctification of Hashem’s great name without 
even requiring words. This explanation expresses who rebbe was. His existence was the embodiment of kedusha, 
holiness. 

Similarly, the Ksav Sofer explains the posuk of (Devarim 34:1) “Vayeilech Moshe vayidaber ais hadevarim 
haeileh…, and Moshe went and told over the words of Hashem to the Jews,” to be stating that Moshe’s actual 
halicha, walking, his hanhagos and actions, taught the Jews how to serve Hashem. This aptly described how rebbe 
learned from his rabbeim, by soaking in their actions and how he therefore became the same source for us to learn 
from. His actions taught us how to serve Hashem. We strive to emulate his example.  

His Avodah 

For most normal people, we go through the year and when it comes time for Elul and the Aseres Yemei Teshuva, 
we start to take life a little more seriously. We realize that we are being judged and we begin to be more 
introspective. The climax of this seriousness comes on Yom Kippur when we stand before Hashem as angels. From 
the five years in which I was zocheh to spend with Rav Asher I personally experienced him to be deeply tuned into 
life and the importance of our every moment. I felt that his everyday living was on the level of our Elul and Aseres 
Yemei Teshuva and that his Aseres Yemei Teshuva was on the level of our Yom Kippur. He was always 
encouraging us to think about our purpose in this world and what we are here to accomplish. This was what he was 
all about. It was strong, powerful and sobering and for many of us teens this was not pleasant news, but when we 
saw how focused he was on emes and when we saw how happy he was and how much he enjoyed life, we had to 
take a second look and consider the valid points he was making.  

His perspective and 
guidance was 
always from a 
more global view. 
He constantly 
reminded us to 
daven and turn to 
“The Kadosh 
Baruch Hu” for 
help. He wanted us 
to know that only 
Hashem can help 
us. He cared deeply 
and would daven 
for us, but Hashem 
is the source for 
everything.  
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His Passion For Torah 

The last time that I saw rebbe, he shared with me an interesting story about a friend of his who is a 
famous rosh yeshiva. That rosh yeshiva had a close childhood friend who learned together with him but 
their paths had split when the friend became a doctor, specializing in neurosurgery. The two of them met 
up again years later and talked in learning and about medicine. The brain surgeon was impressed with the 
rosh yeshiva’s Torah and medical knowledge and shared a few clinical cases with him. To his surprise, 
the rosh yeshiva has some useful suggestions. (I want to add that this story is not about the Chazon Ish in 
the 1930s-40s and the brain surgeon, this is about two people in the 21st century.) The surgeon was drawn 
to daven and learn with his old friend whenever he was free to do so.  

One day, the surgeon approached the Rosh Yeshiva and told him, “this is an x-ray of a grave case which 
is very complex and problematic, my colleagues and I are baffled and don’t know if we can help him.” 
The Rosh Yeshiva examined the x-ray, asked a few questions for clarification and then went on to give a 
brilliant medical solution. The surgeon was floored. He went back to his colleagues and they agreed that 
this approach was amazing and viable. The surgery was successful and the surgeon returned to the Rosh 
Yeshiva and asked, “that was amazing, you’re not even a doctor and look what you know!” “Yes, my 
friend,” replied the rosh yeshiva, “the day that I dropped out of medical school, the world lost a great 
brain surgeon and gained a rosh yeshiva; the day that you dropped out of yeshiva, the world gained an 
expert neurosurgeon and lost a great rosh yeshiva!” 

Rav Asher taught us to value Torah. He understood that not every single one of his talmidim would sit 
and learn or teach Torah all day, but he set the bar high and encouraged each one of us to dedicate time 
each day to learn and to make Torah and mitzvos the focus of our lives. He wanted us to instill yiras 
shamayim and simcha in ourselves and in our families. Rav Asher taught us that even one moment of 
learning in the beis midrash was a priceless gem. If you consulted with him about leaving the yeshiva or 
kollel he would say, “I can talk with your parents, can you stay for one more year? How about until 
Pesach? How can you leave before Elul?” He wouldn’t stop until he got you to commit to learn more. 
Torah was so precious to him, even one extra day, week or month was a victory in his eyes. Many 
talmidim fell into the Toras Simcha “trap” after coming to Eretz Yisrael for one year and agreeing to stay 
one more year and then one more and then again…. 

The Midrash Rabbah (Bereishis 65:18) tells over the story of a Jewish rebel named Yosi Mashisa who 
was around at the time that the Romans destroyed the Beis Hamikdash. Yosi didn’t care about Torah and 
wanted to make sure the enemy knew that he was on their side and so he was more than happy to comply 
with their request to go inside the Beis Hamikdash, into the Kodesh and to carry out the Menorah. The 
Midrash concludes with a strange ending. Yosi went in, took out the Menorah, but he came out a changed 
man. He was so sad by his actions, that he repented and refused to follow any further enemy orders. He 
ended up being executed by the enemy al Kiddush Hashem.” What transpired here? How did this rebel 
and lowly person suddenly become a tzaddik? The Ponevezher Rav explains that the small time that this 
man spent inside the Beis Hamikdash stirred his soul so greatly that by the time he walked out he was a 
different person! That is the power of the mikdash and its impact. The Rav concluded with a message that 
his talmid Rav Asher passed on to us, “the power of sitting in the beis midrash, our mikdash, our place of 
kedusha, makes a profound impact on your entire life. Even one moment in the Beis Hamidrash can 
inspire you to turn your entire life around to live with emes.” Rav Asher afforded us that exact 
opportunity. He created a beis midrash where you were uplifted and inspired for a lifetime.    
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His Bitachon 

Rav Asher took the two hardest topics in all of chazal and made them clear in hashkafah and practice to 
all those who were open to hear his divrei emes. Chazal say (Pesachim 118a) that “it is hard to bring a 
couple together like the splitting of the sea” and “gaining sustenance is as hard as the splitting of the sea.” 
These are topics which chazal themselves describe as most difficult. The Nefesh Hachaim explains that 
the difficulty in these matters were that they require absolute faith in Hashem and His ability to provide. 
Hashem reflects our actions and so if we go about getting married with bitachon then Hashem will take 
care of us. If we go about our parnassah, livelihood, with bitachon, then Hashem provides. However, if 
someone lacks bitachon, then this can cause great problems in these areas. The problem is not necessarily 
the inability to find a mate or money, but more tragically, finding the wrong mate or going after dirty 
money or thinking that success is in your hands and that you don’t need Hashem’s help. The Nefesh 
Hachaim explains that just as when the Jews stood at the yam suf faced with water in front, Egypt behind, 
wild animals on the sides, they had no where to turn, except upward, towards Hashem. Hashem said, 
“travel! Yisau. Show Me that you trust in Me and I will perform miracles for you.” So too, in shidduchim 
and parnassah, Rav Asher tried so hard to show us the pitfalls of kochi v’otzem yadi, self-reliance, 
without inviting in Hashem. He was totally against any of his talmidim making demands. He said, “look 
for a young lady who is a baalas aliya like you, who will build a home in partnership, focused on Torah, 
mitzvos and middos, who will grow with you and not be an anchor to bring you down. Find a job that 
allows you to daven with a minyan and learn as much Torah as possible. Have bitachon that Hashem will 
help you and you will see it all fall into place. And this is how he lived his life, when it came to finding 
his eizer, when it came to learning and teaching Torah in Eretz Yisrael and when it came to raising and 
marrying off his children and his talmidim. His bitachon is legendary.  

Rav Asher’s bitachon was so strong that he was a most appropriate teacher of these truths. His shidduch 
tapes are known worldwide and have been a vital guide to boys, girls and parents going through the 
parsha. His advice was years ahead of his time in his warning against marrying for ulterior motives such 
as money, fame or looks. He used to meet with his talmidim before they began dating and say, “daven to 
the Kadosh Baruch Hu to guide you, otherwise, you don’t stand a chance. Regarding gashmiyus, what are 
you ready to be mivater? But regarding ruchniyus, don’t budge an iota. Do you think that I would be 
anything without my wife, without her I would be a nobody! A good wife is everything.” When a talmid 
got engaged, Rav Asher’s speech to him and the kallah would be about building a home with kedusha and 
inviting the Shechina in. He would try to 
attend every talmid’s wedding and would 
remind the couple to grow in Torah and 
middos and to bring simcha into their 
homes. He would be there for talmidim 
throughout any questions they had in 
shalom bayis, chinuch and any life 
decision. If you didn’t call him back to tell 
him the outcome of a decision you were 
processing, he would call you back himself 
a few days later to check in and say, “the 
Rebbetzin and I have been davening for 
you, did you have the siata dishmaya to 
gain clarity? How is everything working 
out for you?” You felt his love and true 
concern. That love was mutual.  
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Shock Treatment 

Everything about Rav Asher was shocking and awakening. When he entered the room, you felt his 
presence. When he spoke words of Torah, it was with a thunder and boom. He wasn’t afraid to say 
anything. He feared only one thing, Hashem, and in proportion to that fear, that burning Yiras Shamayim, 
he was fearless when it came to anything else. He taught us by example to be great and to never focus on 
our limitations. His goal and mission was to “boin Torah, to build Torah” and to establish a family and 
talmidim who were true ovdei Hashem. Everything about rebbe was with a kol rash gadol, a boom. His 
aliyah in Torah, his decision at age 17 to dedicate his life to Torah, his decision at 24 to move with his 
wife to Eretz Yisrael and raise their family there and his decision a few years later to share that which he 
learned from his chosheveh rabbeim as a rebbe himself. Rav Asher was the shofar that Rambam describes 
in Hilchos Teshuva, he trumpeted loudly and eloquently to wake up those slumbering in life, to turn our 
hearts and minds to Hashem and he did so with a kol gadol vilo yasaf, a powerful impact with lessons so 
provocative that they could not be ignored.  

In a sense, even his passing was with a boom, it was shocking and sudden and caught everyone’s 
attention. It made an indelible impact on us about the frailty of life. It came suddenly and with great 
shock. I knew him for 13 years and I thought he was in the prime of his life. His passing jolted us and 
only amplified his loud message of life’s purpose and our true priorities. Let us close our eyes and hear 
his voice which still echoes in our hearts and minds. Let us hear his begging and prodding us to become 
great as he did each time we interacted with him. The fact that I am crying as I write these words is 
testimony to the great rebbe that he was and what a profound impact he had on my life.  

Remembering His Essence 

“V’heyisem kedoshim leilokeichem,” Rav Asher taught us by example and he challenged us to live a life 
filled with truth. His life to me was the pursuit of becoming a kaddosh, a holy person. I remember the 
tune he used when he said those words, how he closed his eyes and how he enunciated each letter, 
“viiiheyiiiiisemmm keddddoshimm leilokeiiichemmm….” the longing and the aspiration, oh to be holy, 
to live a life of purity. That is how I remember my rebbe and his essence. That is the legacy he left for me. 
That is why I think of him every single day.   

Yhi Zichro Baruch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special note: 

The talmidim have undertaken a number of projects regarding transcribing our rebbe’s Torah and 
completing a Sefer Torah in his honor, to participate please contact the author at: 
yoseftropper@gmail.com. 
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Thank you to all those who contributed content, ideas, divrei torah memories and proofreading.  

The Toras Simcha Alumni Network helps talmidim stay in touch with their rabbeim and friends 

Please Stay in Touch 

We have found that the majority of alumni have an active interest in being in touch with others and being part of 
a respectfully used email listing to share important announcements. Please help us add everyone on the list. 

Toras Simcha Alumni List: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NWIZxCCwPXhJSSkrQHWHQ73WiOA4vVzhOG-
Af6gl7Lo/edit?usp=sharing 

Subscribe Here: 

http://torassimcha.us9.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=d191a1c7ab0da3ba0429e6144&id=81ebd71964 

 

Updates about Projects Lizecher nishmas Rebbe zt”l 

1) Sefer Torah Fund lzecher nishmas Rav Asher: The Rubenstein family has collected almost 50% of the 
needed funds. This project has been delayed and is in great need of support. Please contact Yisroel to give 
tax-deductible contributions: josephfulda@gmail.com     

2) Biography: A Hebrew Sefer, Mi Yaaleh is almost at press and we are working on getting funds set up to 
begin an English project. Please send all stories and letters to the family at: 089740038r@gmail.com. Rebbe's 
son, Reb Mordechai Rubenstein is working on this project. 

3) Seforim of Rebbe's Torah: Yosef Tropper is putting out an English sefer on Chovos Halevavos Shaar 
Habitachon (Wings of Faith) based on three years of recordings. Another project (The Puppet Master) 
focuses on rebbe' parsha shiurim. Please contact him for dedication opportunities. The hope is to have 
Wings of Faith out by Pesach and the parsha out next year: yoseftropper@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Rebbe’s Recordings: Rabbi Avraham Rosenthal has compiled a large collection of rebbe’s recordings 
that can be accessed here: http://sdrv.ms/1dMy4c3 

5) Reb Eli Wayntraub transcribed the Rosh Yeshiva zt”l’s shmooz weekly and sends it out to close to 200 people. 
To subscribe, click on the link above and to help keep this project going, please contact him at: 
eliwayntraub@etrog.net.il 

 

Please send all questions/comments to: TorasSimchaAlumni@gmail.com 
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Dear Rebbe zt”l, 
 

As the words of your talmidim express, 
You captured our hearts,  
You inspired our souls, 

We loved and respected you. 
 

You gained our deepest admiration, 
Through your Torah and mitzvos, 

Which you practiced, 
With dedication, 

With passion, 
With precision, 

And with legendary simcha. 
 

You taught us to pursue 
The Divine, 

To elevate ourselves, 
To live a life of emes. 

You were and remain our role model. 
 

With love and eternal gratitude,  
 

Your Talmidim & Family 
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